George Shaffer born 1924 (Son to Sarah "Sadie" Winnberg born 1894-05-20 and
Cleburne Lawless Winnberg born 1887-08-29. Cleburnes parents was Olof Urban
Winnberg born 1861-07-09 and Mary Catherine Lawless Winnberg)

George Shaffer was a convicted accomplice to Cliff Redden, known as the 'Flash
Bandit' in the mid 1940s (1). Together with Flash and another accomplice,
George participated in at least seven armed robberies and three car thefts. He
was sentenced to 50-100 years of hard labor and solitary confinement at
Eastern State Penitentiary (2).

Eastern State closed its doors in 1971, but evidence suggests he was already released by this time.
George's mother, Sadie, passed away in 1964, and her obituary indicates that her son George was
residing in Folcroft, PA (3).

While some might say an armed robber deserves 50-100 years in prison, at least one person
disagreed. John Parmer Gates, minister of the Upland Baptist Church, wrote an impassioned letter to
the editor of the Chester Times (4). George Shaffer, he wrote, "was hit by an automobile, which
injured his right frontal lobe. He still bears a large scar which runs from above the forehead to the
cheek. In the Army, while stationed in England and while in transit to the United States he was
confined to a psychopathic ward. He was given an honorable discharge with a bill of poor health." All
facts which the minister believed should have been considered at sentencing.

|Partners of “Flash"
Bandit Are Sentenced

By United Press

MEDIA, March 26.—Two alleged
accomplices of Delaware County's
famed “flash bandit” were serving
long prison sentences today for
their part in a series of holdups last
October.

Vernon Johnson, 18, Prospect
Park, former merchant mariner, and
George Shaffer, 22, Upland, were
‘Isentenced by Judge Albert Duttion
|McDade yesterday to serve terms
.jof from 50 to 100 years.

Johnson and Shaffer were named
as partners of Clifford Redden, who
;ihas been indicated in absentia on
204 counts for armed robberies.

1"Young Bandits Admit Staging Three Holdups," Chester Times, 2 Feb 1946, p. 1.
2"'Flash's' Pals Get 50 Years for Robberies," Chester Times, 25 Mar 1946, p. 1.
3"Winnberg [obituary]," Delaware County Daily Times, 17 Feb 1964, p. 4.

4"Upland Pastor Writes [Letter to the Times editor]," Chester Times, 28 Mar 1946, p. 6.



